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What is claimed i$: 

t . A enmpn tex system comprising: 

a predctennined switch for instructing a system power source to be turned on and an 
application program to be executed; 

a power switch for instructing said system power source to be turned on; 
5 status memory for detecting the depression of said predetermined switch to store a 
status signal indicative of the detection result; 

a mask circuit for oucputting an ON signal in a state that said system power source is 
turned off and no ON signal in a state that said system power source is turned on in 
icspuusc to die depression of said predetermined switch; 
10 a power control circuit for turning on said system power source in response to an 
operation of said power switch and said ON signal; 

a processor, which operates by using said system power source, for accessing said 
status signai stored in said status memory in response to the start of the supply of power 
from said system power source so as to start up a predetermined application program 
1 5 when said status signal indicates said picdcicmiiiicd switch has been operated: and 
a controller, which operates by using the system power source, for detecting the 
depression of said predetermined switch. to output a signal foi instructing said processor 
to start up said predetermined application program, whereby making it possible to turn on 
said system power source and start up said predetermined application program in 
20 response to the operation ot said pre/letmnined switch. 

2. The computer system according to claim 1, wherein said predetermined 
switch outputs a signal with a predetermined level by the. operation, and said status 
memory stores the status signal indicating the level of the signal output by said 
predetermined switch at the time when power supply from said system power source is 

5 started. 

3. The computer system according to claim I , wherein «ai<1 controller 
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comprising: 

a switch circuit, which operates by using the system power source, for detecting the 
depiction of said predetennirted switch to output a predetermined switch operation 
5 signal; and 

a keyboard controller for detecting said switch operation signal to output am 
interrupt signal for instructing said processor to start up said predetermined application 
program. 

4. The computer system according to claim 1, wherein said processor clears the 
content stored in said status memory after staitiuj* up said predetermined application 
program. 

5. A computer system comprising: 

a predetermined Key for instructing a system power source to he turned on and an 
application program to be executed; 

a power control circuit for turning on the system power source when said 
5 predetermined key is depressed in a state that said system power source is in an OFF 
state; and 

a processor, which operates by using the system power source, for executing an 
application program corresponding to said specific key when said specific key is 
depressed. 

6. The computer system according to claim 5, further comprising status memory 
for storing the depression of said predetermined key, wherein said processor accesses to 
the uwteiu stored in said status memory, detennines whether or not said system power 
source is turned on by the depression of said predetermined key, and executes said 

5 application program cuuespuudiug lo said predetermined key when it is determined that 
said system power source is turned on by the depression of said predetermined key. 

7. A keyboard controller coiittul system according to claim 5, wherein said 
processor starts up *aul application corresponding Co said predetermined key and clears 
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the content stored in said status memory when said system power source is turned on by 
the depression of said predeteraiined key. 

8. The computer system according to claim 5 wherein said processor starts up 
said predetermined application when said predetermined key is depressed for a time 
period over which said system power source is turned on. 

9. 'Hie computer system according to claim 5, further comprising a power 
circuit; and wherein said power control circuit detects the depression state of said 
predetermined key to turn on said system power source by supplying a trigger signal to 
said power circuit when detecting the depression of the corresponding specific key. 



